-- No Room for a Pedestrian Bridge --

A pedestrian bridge over the CN rail cut is a key component of the Halifax Urban
Greenway plan. It goes from the back of The Oaks property south of Gorsebrook
Avenue on the Saint Mary’s University campus across the cut to the bottom of
Pine Hill Crescent on Pine Hill Drive.




The bridge design is a straight trestle, like the sewer bridge crossing the cut just
next to Tower Road.
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There are two proposed transportation projects that would cross the alignment of
this bridge and make it difficult if not impossible to build it. The first is the Robie
Street Connection as laid out in the Final Report, Railway Cut Investigation
Study, February 2004.

The above shows one of three possible alignments for a truck route rising from
the bottom of the rail cut up a ramp to the south end of Robie Street. The
alignment of the Greenway and its pedestrian bridge is overlain.



The Cross-Harbour Traffic Needs Assessment proposes a bridge or tunnel
leading to the south end of Robie Street. The exit is a six-lane segment running
in front of Saint Mary’s University and ending around Inglis Street. The map
below depicts the bridge proposal.
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The above overlays the routing of the Greenway and its pedestrian bridge. It
crosses the bridge approach road in two places — once with the bridge itself and
the other with the paved multi-purpose trail leading to Beaufort Avenue.


http://www.needsassessment.ca/

The figure below shows that the cross section of the rail cut would be altered and

the roadbed elevated.
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TYPICAL SECTION THRU RAIL-CUT AREA

The proposed Robie Street approach would match the existing grade at the top

of the cut.

PROFPOS] L&LL!’\TE ST—
APPROPCH RAMP BROFILE
[ 3=
REPLACE TOWER—, !—H'IS SANITARY - REPLACE| YoUNG ) -
R340 BRIDGE SEWER| PIFE EBRIDGE p’r AVEMUE BRIDGE -~
CHIE 1~
STREET MATCH EXISTING \u e L~
— 1 B -
"t:h_______ |-|- g I'| -l f“pﬁb
I e =
| B e N N L =" -
~ FROFOSED ROBIE Py -
ST | APPROACH | i -
= —— = = ~
/ [=—— - L
A U O e
APPROACH EX|STIM APRROAGH RAMP FROFILE \PPROACH | EXISTING GRADE PROFILE
GRADE
HIALIFAK

This combination of alteratio

ns to the existing rail cut would seem to eliminate

any possibility of aligning a straight design pedestrian bridge between The Oaks

property and Pine Hill Drive.
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